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Queen’s honour for tireless Anne 


by Jack Dixon 


A “TIRELESS” volunteer from Dunkeswell, near 
Honiton, has been honoured by the Queen for her 
years of service to young people. 

Anne Barratt, 57, was awarded the British Empire 



YOUTH club volunteer Anne Barrett is set to 
receive the British Empire Medal 



Medal in the New Year’s Honours list, alongside some 
of the South West’s most dedicated community ser¬ 
vants. 

Leader of the Dunkeswell Youth Club for over a 
decade, Mrs Barratt was praised for her work support¬ 
ing young people of all ages and backgrounds. 

Mrs Barratt, who has lived in the area for 25 years 
and works at Fitzallan Gems in Sidmouth, is credited 
with transforming the club’s culture and expanding its 
membership, with around 120 young people now en¬ 
gaged in a range of social activities in the village. 

And her efforts in the community are also said to 
have played a significant part in helping to keep the 
village a safe and friendly place for all its residents. 

“Youth crime is almost non-existent in Dunkeswell 
and this is attributed largely to her tireless voluntary 
efforts,” an official tribute from the cabinet office 
read. 

She has ensured close working relationships with all 
local institutions to ensure local young people get 
what they need. 

“She takes an inclusive approach, seeking to support 
and nurture young people of all ages, backgrounds and 
abilities through any issues or barriers they may en¬ 


counter.” 

Since launching the youth club in 2003, Mrs Barratt 
has recruited a team of adult volunteers to help organ¬ 
ise regular club evenings and events, but has always 
allowed young members themselves to be involved in 
shaping the club. 

She said: “It is their youth club and they dictate what 
we do. It is something that is really needed in the vil¬ 
lage. 

“We do quite a bit in the community and it helps 
youngsters to get to know other people in the village, 
other than their peers.” 

Mrs Barratt was one of seven community servants 
from Devon to be awarded the British Empire Medal 
in the honours list, unveiled on New Year’s Day. And 
when she first received the notification letter in No¬ 
vember, she thought some friends were playing a 
prank on her. 

“It came completely out of the blue and I thought it 
was a joke because it was so well-written. I kept hold 
of it for a week before I answered it! Working with 
young people is a total privilege anyway, but to have 
people recognise it in this way has been really hum¬ 
bling.” 
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Public meeting to discuss 
Broadband provision 



MP Neil Parish meets Honiton Chamber of Commerce committee 
members Colin Wright, Sue Bewsey (left) and Mandy Newman to dis¬ 
cuss 


AT a meeting last Febru¬ 
ary MP for Honiton and 
Tiverton Neil Parish said 
he would return to Upot- 
tery after one year to see 
how Broadband provi¬ 
sion had improved in the 
area. 

He is to keep his promise 
when he chairs a public 
meeting in Upottery’s 
Manor Rooms on Friday, 
Feburary 6th from 6pm 
to 8pm. 

The meeting is organised 
by Upottery Parish Coun¬ 
cil. In the year since the 
previous meeting Con¬ 
necting Devon and Som¬ 
erset (CDS) has 
designated 90 per cent of 
the parish of Upottery 
and large areas of the 
Blackdown Hills as “Out 
of Programme”. 
Campaigners say that 
without fast broadband 
rural economies will fall 
behind those of nearby 
towns which are growing 
by £20 for every £1 in¬ 
vested in broadband. 

In April, CDS will sign 
contracts with suppliers 
for a Phase 2, Superfast 
Extension Programme, 
but this will leave over 
100,000 people in 45,000 


properties without im¬ 
provement in broadband 
for the rest of this decade. 
All are welcome to attend 
the meeting with invited 
speakers including: Phil 
Norrey, DCC Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive & Chairman of 
the CDS Board; Cllr An¬ 
drew Leadbetter, DCC 
portfolio holder for CDS; 
Keri Denton, DCC Head 
Economy & Enterprise & 
Director of CDS; Cllr 
Paul Diviani, Leader, 
EDDC & DCC Council¬ 
lor; Cllr Ross Henley, 
Somerset CC & Taunton 
Deane Councillor; Paul 
Coles, BT South West 
Regional Partnerships 
Director. 

• At a recent meeting 
with Honiton Chamber 
of Commerce MP Neil 
Parish promised to put 
more pressure on com¬ 
munications provider BT 
to speed up its broadband 
rollout programme, as 
rural communities con¬ 
tinue to struggle with 
poor connections. 

Mr Parish said he had 
“had enough” of the 
problems and assured 
local business leaders 


that the government is 
“putting salt on their 
tails” to ensure the rollout 
reaches the most isolated 
areas. 

Members of Honiton’s 
Chamber of Commerce 
quizzed the minister on a 
range of issues during a 
breakfast meeting and Mr 
Parish gave assurances 
that he would turn up the 
heat on BT, which has 
come under criticism for 
its delivery of a multi¬ 
million pound project to 
improve broadband 
speeds for communities 
across Devon and Somer¬ 
set. 

The provider is aiming 
to bring internet speeds of 
24Mbps to 90 per cent of 
properties across the two 
counties, as part of a 
major rollout programme 
in conjunction with local 
councils and central gov¬ 
ernment. 

The min ister said: “It’s 
not acceptable. We have 
put the money in and now 
they are turning round 
and saying certain places 
are hard to reach - that is 
what we put the money in 
for.” 

Mr Parish said the gov¬ 


ernment is working to 
break down confidential¬ 
ity clauses to find out ex¬ 
actly where and when the 
rollout will reach indi¬ 
vidual communities. 

He added: “We are put¬ 
ting salt on their tails -1 
certainly am because I 
have had enough. We 
have got to get some¬ 
thing done about it. 

“I am bending ears on 
this, but it seems I may 
need to bend a few other 
parts of their anatomy as 
well.” 

The Conservative MP, 
who is seeking to retain 
his seat at the election 
next May, also assured 
business leaders that 
“significant improve¬ 
ments”, worth around 
£200 mil lion, would be 
made to the A30/A303 
all the way through to 
Honiton, even though 
government plans for a 
“roads revolution” stop 
short of dualling the road 
beyond the Blackdown 
Hills. 


When questioned by 
representatives from 
Honiton Community 
College about school 
funding, Mr Parish said 
he was hopeful that 
money would be made 
available for education 
despite the ongoing 
deficit reduction pro¬ 
gramme. 

He said: “We have tried 
to protect the schools 


budget where possible, 
but colleges have been 
hit. It’s time we re-eval- 
uated that. 

“We have got a massive 
deficit and we have to do 
something about it. But if 
we are not careful we are 
going to affect the educa¬ 
tion of the next genera¬ 
tion. This is coming from 
quite a lot of MPs across 
the country.” 




... but a chance of higher speeds for Clayhidon 


HIGH-SPEED broadband could 
come to Clayhidon - if enough 
people are interested in signing 
up. 

CFB Solutions, a Crewkerne 
company, has told the parish 
council it could set up a wire¬ 
less network for the parish. 
Small aerials would be erected 
on buildings to receive the sig¬ 
nal on the ridges and bounce it 
down into the valleys. 

The firm promises speeds of 
lOmbps for downloads and 
5mbps upload, up to seven 
times faster than some BT 
landlines in the area. 

It is already working on the 
Blackdowns - in Combe St 


Nicholas - and in other parts of 
Somerset. 

Wireless is more expensive 
than most landline packages. 
But it's a lot cheaper - and 
much faster - than satellite 
broadband, which a few people 
in the parish have adopted. 

CFB charge between £25 and 
£55 per month, according to 
the volume of material down¬ 
loaded, plus an installation fee. 
People habitually streaming 
films and music via the internet 
would pay more than those 
using it mainly for emails and 
browsing the web. 

You can find out more on 
http://www.cfbbroadband.co.uk 


Dead-slow broadband is a 
common complaint among 
parishioners. When Clayhi¬ 
don.org checked BT download 
speeds on TestMy.Net they 
consistently found them to be 
89 per cent slower than the UK 
average. BT has shown no in¬ 
terest in improving its broad¬ 
band service to small 
communities. 

If you are interested in finding 
out more about the CFB pro¬ 
posal contact Clayhidon Parish 
Council. If there is sufficient in¬ 
terest the council will invite the 
company to attend a parish 
meeting to provide more infor¬ 
mation. 
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Farmers back action over milk price crisis 


EAST Devon farmers have wel¬ 
comed a new report calling for 
greater protection against plum¬ 
meting milk prices - but warn 
there is more work to be done to 
keep local producers in profit. 

A parliamentary committee, in¬ 
cluding Honiton MP Neil Parish, 
published the report last month, 
urging the government to change 
its approach and offer greater sup¬ 
port to UK dairy farmers. 

In the report, MPs called for 
greater protection for local farmers 
and pressed the government to do 


by Jack Dixon 

more to drive up domestic de¬ 
mand. 

Mr Parish, a former dairy farmer 
himself, said he was pleased with 
the committee’s recommendations 
and hoped to help local producers 
get the best deal. 

“The global drop in the price of 
milk has caused difficulties for the 
dairy industry across the supply 
chain, but it is the farmers who are 
the hardest hit,” he said. 

“This report seeks to give greater 


protection for producers against 
rapid cuts in milk prices and we 
have recommended that the Gro¬ 
ceries Code Adjudicator should 
have the power to launch investi¬ 
gations instead of only responding 
to complaints.” 

He added: “Farmers and the pub¬ 
lic need assurances that they will 
get a fair price for their milk.” 

The National Farmers’ Union en¬ 
dorsed the report following its 
publication last week, and urged 
the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to 


deliver quickly on its recommen¬ 
dations. 

Campaign group Farmers For 
Action, who have led a series of 
protests over falling milk prices in 
recent months, say small dairies 
who source their product locally 
and sell through farm shops or 
door-step deliveries, are being 
priced out of the market by retail¬ 
ers who tempt buyers with cut- 
price milk. 

And there is concern locally that 
East Devon's dairy farming com¬ 
munity will be hung out to dry un¬ 


Need funding for your community project? 

THE PARISHES TOGETHER FUND IS HERE TO HELP 


WITH 26 parish and town council projects 
funded in 2013-2014, the Parishes Together 
Fund is looking to allocate more money to local 
community initiatives. 

For the third year running, East Devon Dis¬ 
trict Council (EDDC) and Devon County Coun¬ 
cil (DCC) are inviting town and parish councils 
to apply to their joint initiative - the Parishes 
Together Fund - for grants towards projects that 
will solve local community issues. 

EDDC and DCC are again putting £1.10 per 
elector into the scheme. 

Each town or parish council can then apply 
for up to £1.10 for every person in their parish 
that was listed on the Electoral Roll in February 
2014. 

A requirement for successful applications is 
that two or more parishes must apply jointly for 
funding for anything from one-off projects to 
events. The final closing date for applications 
is February 13th. 


East Devon District Council’s part of the 
funding for the Parishes Together Fund has 
come from the New Homes Bonus, which is 
paid by the Government to councils for every 
new home built or brought back into use. 

Councillor Ray Bloxham, East Devon District 
Council member and chairman of the New 
Homes Bonus Panel, said: “The Parishes To¬ 
gether Fund is all about encouraging parishes 
and towns to work in partnership. 

“This type of collaboration can make an in¬ 
credible difference in helping address local is¬ 
sues. 

“It is immensely rewarding for the Parishes 
Together Fund to receive feedback from the 
people responsible for these projects. 

“It is good to know what a difference the 
funding has made. But most importantly it’s 
about supporting communities help those in 
need and giving back power back to the peo¬ 
ple.” 


Devon County Council Leader, John Hart 
said: “Devon County Council is continuing to 
make funds available to communities to use 
how they see best. 

“This money is available to parish and town 
councils to spend in ways that will benefit their 
communities. 

“I firmly believe decisions should be made as 
locally as possible to encourage local account¬ 
ability and I have always advocated more part¬ 
nership with our district, town and parish 
colleagues. 

“If we believe in the ‘resilience’ of our smaller 
communities, then this is one way of pump¬ 
priming activity.” 

To find out more about the Parishes Together 
Fund, to apply or to see what other projects 
have been funded visit http://new.east devon. 
gov.uk/grants-and-funding/ parishes-together- 
fund 


less the government takes action. 

Andy Branton, a local represen¬ 
tative on the National Dairy Board, 
said he welcomed the support of 
MPs but that the report would not 
change the immediate problem for 
East Devon farmers “on the 
ground”. 

He said: “The dairy industry is 
doing a lot of good things but what 
we have not got is a way of man¬ 
aging supply. There has been a lot 


of milk sloshing around and, all of 
a sudden, that is changing and we 
are not managing it. 

“We have got to keep these farm¬ 
ers in business because we are 
going to need them over the next 
few years, with population and de¬ 
mand growing all the time. 

“We will be far better off if we 
can keep these farmers going. As it 
stands they are just going to be 
wiped out.” 


AONB backs road 
improvement plans 


IN RESPONSE to the govern¬ 
ment’s announcement of improve¬ 
ments to roads including the 
A30/A303, the Blackdown Hills 
AONB Partnership has issued the 
following statement: 

The Blackdown Hills AONB has 
worked closely with Devon County 
Council and its consultants on the 
options study for the improvements 
of the A303/A30 from Broadway to 
Honiton. 

We have therefore been able to 
emphasise the need to consider 
from the outset the nationally im¬ 
portant landscape and the special 
wildlife sites along the route. 

The proposed improvements, 
which do not involve dualling all 
the way through the AONB, should 
improve traffic flows, safety and en¬ 
hance the links between the local 
communities living either side of 
the route. 


AONB manager Linda Bennett 
says: “I see this as an opportunity 
to demonstrate how road improve¬ 
ments can reduce congestion with¬ 
out jeopardising the special 
qualities for which the area is des¬ 
ignated. 

“I hope that proposed road 
scheme through the Blackdown 
Hills will be seen as exemplar of a 
sensitive approach to traffic man¬ 
agement in a protected landscape.” 
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Dh Blackdown Hills 

3 a Business Association 


New 2015 edition of 
Blackdown Hills Directory 

• New design • New colour pages 
• New photography 
• New community information 

Circulation 27,000 door to door 
with Royal Mail 

July 2015 

Closing date for entries 
- Thursday, 26 February 

Adverts from £45 (BHBA member rate) 

Over 300 businesses will be featured in 
this edition 

Businesses will also be featured online at 
www.blackdown-hills.co.uk 


To book or for more details, please ring Val Baker on 
Tel 01823 681484 or email info@bhba.org.uk 
More details available online at www.bhba.org.uk 
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NEWS from the local Women's Institutes 


HEMYOCK 

THE president, Lyn Tay¬ 
lor, welcomed members 
and two visitors to the De¬ 
cember Meeting in Forbes 
Lounge. 

The genuine 1950s doll 
had helped Hemyock win 
the shield at the Autumn 
Group Meeting. 

The shield had been en¬ 
graved and it was on dis¬ 
play for all to see. 

Menus were distributed 
for the meal at the Cather¬ 
ine Wheel. 

Lyn said there would be 
a‘sausage and mash’ lunch 
in the Parish Hall on 
March 14th. 

She also reminded mem¬ 
bers that help would be 
needed when Hemyock 
hosted the County Quiz on 
February 21st. 

It was then time to start 
making greetings cards. 
Lyn had brought a wide se¬ 
lection of cards that she 
had made and there was a 
vast array of goods for 
members to make their 
own cards, with or without 
help from Lyn. 

The visitors judged the 
competition for a piece of 
Christmas jewellery. 

Wendy Grabham came 
first, Annette Hart second 
and Karen Pinder third. 

Karen’s flower came first 
in the other competition 
with Annette again second 
and Edith Butler third. 


On January 6th 21 mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a meal at the 
Catherine Wheel. 

The president reminded 
members about the Beauty 
Days, the Book Club and 
the skittles, all happening 
in January. 

New programmes were 
distributed each bearing a 
number. The president 
then awarded three prizes 
to three lucky members. 

Lyn reminded everyone 
that the next meeting 
would be on February 3rd 
in Forbes Lounge when 
Terry Weatherfield would 
be giving an interesting 
presentation entitled ‘Ge- 
neology’. 

The competition will be 
a favourite ‘Cup and 
Saucer’. 

TATWORTH 

A GROUP of ladies from 
Tatworth WI has enthusi¬ 
astically embraced a range 
of new sports including 
new age kurling and boc- 
cia thanks to South Somer¬ 
set District Council’s 
Sport50 initiative. 

Sport50 offers anyone 
over the age of 50 the op¬ 
portunity to try a wide 
range of adapted sports 
which can include bad¬ 
minton, short tennis, walk¬ 
ing rounders, croquet and 
basketball. 

The project has been 
launched by South Somer¬ 


set District Council’s 
Healthy Lifestyles Team. 
Charlie Coward from the 
team explains more about 
Sport50, 

“Having launched the 
project in the summer of 
2013 we were delighted 
with the response from dif¬ 
ferent communities. 

“As well as Tatworth we 
now have successful ses¬ 
sions running in Mudford, 
Henstridge, Somerton and 
East Chinnock. 

“We work directly with 
communities to arrange 
the booking of the venue 
and then provide all the 
promotional materials, 
equipment and the quali¬ 
fied coach, leaving the 
community to simply 
spread the word. 

“Following the initial 
sessions we then support 
the communities to run 
sessions themselves. I am 
particularly pleased with 
the enthusiastic response 
in Tatworth.” 

Angela Long from Tat¬ 
worth WI explains more 
about how Sport50 has 
been received in the vil¬ 
lage: “Following an intro¬ 
ductory session from 
Charlie we soon all re¬ 
alised that kurling is a very 
versatile team game. 

“It’s great fun and a real 
challenge to make the tar¬ 
get mat. Boccia has similar 
principals to indoor bowls 


and we are now hooked 
and waiting for our next 
challenge. 

“Over the next three 
weeks seated volleyball 
and badminton were intro¬ 
duced and we found our¬ 
selves reaching, stretching 
and bending further than 
we thought possible. It was 
great fun, many laughs and 
slightly competitive. 

“During December we 
were presented with the 
equipment from SSDC, 
necessary to carry on the 
group sessions which 
recommenced in January. 

“Sessions last around two 
hours and cost £1.50 in¬ 
cluding refreshments. 

“New members are wel¬ 
come and there is no need 
to be a WI member.” 

Councillor Sylvia Seal, 
Portfolio Holder for 
Leisure and Culture at 
South Somerset District 
Council said: “The beauty 
of the Sport50 is that we 
help to kick-start the activ¬ 
ities in each community 
with taster sessions and 
then community volunteers 
have stepped up and organ¬ 
ised the sessions them¬ 
selves. 

“The Healthy Lifestyles 
Team is still there to pro¬ 
vide on-going support and 
also to provide the equip¬ 
ment and funding towards 
venue hire.” 

To find out more about 
Sport50 contact Charlie 
Coward on 01935 462347. 

SAMPFORD 

ARUNDEL 

THE centenary year for the 
British WI started on a wet 
and cold evening for 
Sampford Arundel WI, but 
it was brightened and 
warmed when Yvette 
Staelens visited with tales 
and songs from by gone 
years. 

Her stories were about 
the Tost singers of Somer¬ 
set’ - local songs sung by 
the poorer village people 
many years ago (around 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 
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l7A NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 



A choice of native & ornamental 
varieties including Beech, Willow, 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Nut etc... 


BARE-ROOT FRUIT 
A good selection of top & soft 
fruit to plant for future Summer 
delights including apples, pears, 
gooseberries & raspberries 


SEED POTATOES 
A wide choice from 40 varieties 
First, Second Early's & Main crop 
Also onion sets and shallots 


On the main A34 Taunton / Wellington 

■ww iifllio^^oknurscrya^Ogarxtenccrxre.co uk 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 




the time when WIs were 
starting). 

Cecil Sharp, a teacher, 
had assiduously visited 
them around the beginning 
of the 20th Century; listen¬ 
ing, photographing, report¬ 
ing and - rarely - 
recording their folk songs 
and notating the tunes. 

A visitor at the meeting 
was herself a descendant 
of one of the people pic¬ 
tured. 

In fact about 358 individ¬ 
uals contributed, and even¬ 
tually five volumes of folk 
songs were published; 


some of the songs were re¬ 
vised as they were consid¬ 
ered too ‘coarse’ - the 
songs were sung and 
taught in schools. 

Some tunes were used 
for poems included in a 
new hymnal. 

Yvette ended by letting 
members sing one of the 
songs - thus becoming 
part of that amazing ‘lost’ 
history. 

History of more recent 
times, namely Christmas, 
was recalled with remem¬ 
bering the group carols 
held at Sampford Arundel, 


and the dinner at the Beam 
Bridge Hotel. 

The next group activity 
is a business meeting. The 
monthly lunch is at the 
Crown at Rumwell, and 
there’s skittles at the Blue 
Ball with West Buckland. 
Scrabble on February 24 
that Esther’s (no skill nec¬ 
essary apparently, just 
enjoy). 

The book group on the 
13th, the Art Day on 
March 2nd and the ‘laugh- 
and-craft’ has yet to be as¬ 
signed. Looks as if there’s 
no free day anyway! 


The most important ac¬ 
tion of the WI is now start¬ 
ing - the resolutions. 

Members each choose 
one from a list of ten, with 
subjects varying from 
planting trees for the an¬ 
niversary to female genital 
mutilation. 

Members left after a 
happy evening to be 
greeted by a howling bliz¬ 
zard! 

If you’d like to know 
more about Sampford 
Arundel WI, please ring 
Kay Farmer on 01823 
666537. 
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BISHOPSWOOD 
LADIES report 


THE January meeting com¬ 
menced with reports of the vari¬ 
ous activities that had taken 
place over the Christmas period, 
writes ANNE ROBINSON. 

The Bells had played at several 
venues and have one more en¬ 
gagement using their Christmas 
repertoire before starting afresh. 

The skittlers had played aginst 
their husbands and lost by six 
pins. 

At the skittles dinner the trophy 
for the highest scorer of the year 
was narrowly won by Rose Grat- 
ton. 

The December walk was to The 
Howley Inn and back for lunch. 
Sad to say, the majority of walk¬ 
ers, for various reasons, arrived 
by car! 

Nigel Drew then explained to 
the meeting how the Churchin- 
ford and District Community 
Shop came to be set up. 


The idea was first mooted in 
2008 after news that the post of¬ 
fice was closing, and various 
steps were taken to set up a new 
company to run a community 
shop. 

However, the post office shop 
reopened, so the project was 
dropped. 

When this closed after a few 
months a new community interest 
company was set up in which 
every adult in the community is 
entitled to a share on payment of 
£5. 

Since no property was available 
in the village, the shop was origi¬ 
nally housed in a portacabin in 
the village hall car park. 

When a new development 
was built opposite, planning per¬ 
mission was only given if prem¬ 
ises were provided for a village 
shop. 

Very fortunately these premises 


were on the main road frontage 
and the shop took a three year 
lease. 

In this time it has gone from 
strength to strength, with turnover 
rising rapidly, and it now also 
houses a small coffee shop, a 
computer with WiFi, and displays 
by local artists and potters. 

The shop is staffed by volun¬ 
teers, 61 at present, almost en¬ 
tirely without retail experience, 
but the company was extremely 
fortunate to find a volunteer with 
years of retail management expe¬ 
rience to organise things. 

After this interesting talk re¬ 
freshments were provided by 
Janet Grabham, Heather Hodges 
and Darryl Troy-Brown and en¬ 
joyed by all. 

The February meeting will be 
about The Art of Making Fused 
Glass Jewellery’, with items for 
sale. Visitors welcome. 
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Council leader ‘deeply 
disappointed’ with ‘unfair 
funding’ for Somerset 


SOMERSET County Council Leader John Osman says 
he is “deeply disappointed” by the Government’s “unfair” 
funding settlement for Somerset’s key services. 

Councillor Osman has also criticised what he describes 
as the Government’s failure to redress the balance be¬ 
tween the South West and England’s other regions, call¬ 
ing for “Somerset pounds for Somerset people.” 

His comments follow this week’s announcement of the 
Local Government Finance Settlement. 

The county council estimates it will receive £1 million 
less than predicted in Government support as a result. 

This is on top of a stark £21 million drop in the Govern¬ 
ment’s County Council funding for 2015/16 - from 
£63million in 2014/15 down to £42.3million - in the face 
of rising demand and significant pressure on Somerset’s 


key services. 

Councillor Osman said: “I am deeply disappointed with 
the settlement. Not only has the Government failed to 
redress its unfair funding across the rural South West 
authorities, in its bias towards England’s South East 
and North it is effectively acting to send what is much- 
needed Somerset taxpayer’s money to elsewhere in the 
country. 

“What’s more, while the settlement is roughly £lm less 
than we had anticipated - which some might argue is 
not vast in the grand scheme - it hides a much bigger 
issue. 

“It takes no account of the rising cost of delivering serv¬ 
ices, nor the increasing demand for services, particularly 
those that support our elderly residents and children.” 

The preferred measure 
used by Central Govern¬ 
ment, that of councils’ 
“spending power”, which 
appears to paint a positive 
picture for the County 
Council, is no true indica¬ 
tor of the scale of the chal¬ 
lenges the Council faces, 
he added. 

“No matter what measure 
is used, the funding for 
Somerset fails to keep pace 
with rising cost and de¬ 
mand, and that means that 
we, like other authorities, 
have more savings to make 
with all the extremely dif¬ 
ficult decisions that come 
with that,” he said. 

“Now, more so than ever, 
we need Somerset pounds 
for Somerset people.” 


Good year for The Isle Group 

RETIRING chairman Bev Gibson gave a Bev Gibson wished the new committee 
resume of the year’s events during the an- well and thanked all the members for their 
nual general meeting of The Isle Group in generosity and support. 

Wadeford on Monday, January 5th. 

Bev also presented Hilary Tinson, chair¬ 
man of the Coombe St Nicholas Village 
Hall Committee, with a cheque for £752. 

The money was raised from coffee 
mornings, afternoon teas, a very success¬ 
ful ‘Prosecco and Puds’ evening at Wade¬ 
ford Manor plus a Thanksgiving lunch at 
Pat Hamilton’s place. 

Hilary Tinson thanked everyone very 
much and said the money would be most 
appreciated. 

In addition, The Isle Group raised £203 
for the Children’s Hospice South West at 
a Mulled Wine and Carol Singing event in 
December at Beeches. 



Bev Gibson presenting the cheque to 
Hilary Tinson 


Brewery serves up 
a record donation 



OTTER Brewery raised more than £3,000 for the Poppy Appeal with 
their special ‘Poppy Otter’ ale. The brewery's Patrick McCaig is 
pictured presenting a cheque to the Royal British Legion’s Ralph 
Howard-Williams, following the success of the campaign 


MORE than £3,000 has been raised 
for the Royal British Legion, after 
the Otter Brewery celebrated its 
most successful Poppy Appeal 
campaign. 

The Luppitt-based brewery, 
famed across the South West for its 
range of cask ales, passed on some 
of the profits from its unique 
‘Poppy Otter’ pint, crafted espe¬ 
cially for the appeal. 

For every pint poured in pubs 
across Devon, Dorset and Somer¬ 
set, the brewery pledged to donate 
five pence straight to the Legion. 

And extra cash raised from the 
brewery's collection box was added 
to the sum, taking the total past 
£3,000 for the first time. 

“We have now proudly supported 
this charity for the last six years and 
have a very close personal affinity 
with the values they have,” said the 
brewery's Patrick McCaig. 

“A big thank you once again to all 
our drinkers, and the boys and girls 
at Otter, who did their bit in helping 
us to help the Poppy Appeal carry 
on its great work.” 

The brewery, which celebrates its 
25th anniversary this year, employs 
a team of 35 people, supplying 
more than 500 outlets across the 
West Country. 

And staff were stunned by the 
“outstanding success” of the spe¬ 
cialist ale, which sold strongly in 
the region’s pubs throughout No¬ 


vember and December. 

Mr McCaig presented a cheque to 
the Legion's Devon county branch 
chairman Ralph Howard-Williams, 
who was accompanied by the or¬ 
ganisation's community fundraiser 
Carol Arnold on a visit to the brew¬ 
ery last week. 

She said: “Otter already do a lot 
of fundraising for other charities 


and communities that they care 
about, but they seem to have pulled 
out all the stops for us this time. 
The amount raised is way up on 
previous years - it’s terrific. 

“We can do something really sig¬ 
nificant with this donation and look 
forward to developing our contin¬ 
ued association with them in the fu¬ 
ture.” 


Calverts of Taunton 

SALE NOW ON 

25% G Plan - Ercol - Parker Knoll 20% off Sanderson - Blendworth 

- Collins & Hayes sofas & chairs - Harlequin & Romo fabrics 

vju viu 

wg* wg* wg* wg* 

Huge discounts on ALL CARPETS, WOODS, LAMINATES, VINYLS, UNDERLAYS and RUGS 

Massive savings on Relyon - Vi Spring - Tempur - Harrison beds 

DISCOUNTS THROUGHOUT THE STORE 

Free delivery on carpets & beds within 50 mile radius of Taunton; Car park at rear via Canal Road 

94-108 Station Road, TAUNTON. TA11PD 
www.cal vertsfurniture .co .uk 335823 
CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS 
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New home at last for 
Kilmington Baptists 


THE Baptist Church in Kilming¬ 
ton finally celebrated moving in to 
their new premises on January 4th 
2015 with their first service. 

There was a packed congregation 
for this joyful occasion, which 
came six years after their old 
chapel burnt down. 

In the intervening years the con¬ 
gregation had worshipped in vari¬ 
ous different venues, including the 
primary school in Axminster, the 
Community College in Axminster, 
and even in the Cranberries holi¬ 
day centre in Kilmington. 

But their main temporary home 
had been the village hall in Kilm¬ 
ington, for which they remain very 
grateful. 

The regular congregation was 


boosted by many friends and rela¬ 
tions visiting and many interested 
villagers. 

All were in good voice, as they 


gave thanks to God for this provi¬ 
sion of a new home to worship 
God, and a base from which to 
serve Him. 



New members of staff join Blackdowns AONB 


Toby to give a talk 

HEMYOCK Gardeners Association have invited 
Toby Buckland to give a talk on Continuous 
Colour in the Garden. Toby has presented BBC’s 
Gardeneners World and is on Radio 4’s Garden¬ 
ers question time. 

The event will take place on Thursday, April 23rd 
at 7.30pm in Hemyock Parish Hall. 

Tickets to includes tea/coffee cost £10 and the 
bar will be open. 

For tickets call Jane on 680244/ or Judith 
680746 

Email enquiries@hemyockgardeners.org.uk 

Blackdown Gardening Club 

BLACKDOWN Hills Gardening Club held their Jan¬ 
uary meeting at Churchinford Hall. 

Chairman, Graham Salmon, welcomed every¬ 
body and gave out notices. A new varied pro¬ 
gramme has been planned for 2015 including 
some enjoyable visits for the summer months. This 
can be viewed by logging onto www.upottery.com, 
and following the link. 

The chairman introduced Rebecca Pow who pre¬ 
sented an illustrated talk on all types of gardens 
from Quebec to Cuba to her own garden near 
Taunton, all of which she had visited and on which 
she was extremely knowledgeable. Rebecca trav¬ 
elled to Weston super Mare via Argentina, Mo¬ 
rocco, Hestercombe, Barcelona, Jordan, Forde 
Abbey and Kilver Court, Shepton Mallet, amongst 
other far flung destinations. 

Refreshments followed, social time and raffle 
with the AGM rounding off the evening, the officers 
being re-elected en masse. 

The next meeting takes place on Wednesday, 
February 18th at 7.30pm, at Churchinford Hall for 
a presentation on the Scented Garden by Jeremy 
Wilson. 

On Wednesday, March 18th the head gardener 
from River Cottage will attend to speak about gar¬ 
dens through the year at Park Farm. 

Annual subscription is held at £12.50, and the 
visitor’s fee is £3 per meeting. Everyone is wel¬ 
come to join. 



TWO new members of staff have joined the Blackdowns 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. James Maben 
(right) and Conrad Barrowclough have been employed to 
work on the Blackdown Hills Natural Futures project. 

New project manager James Maben said: "We're both 
excited about the project and looking forward to working 
with local communities to discover more about the natu¬ 
ral heritage of the Blackdown Hills." 

Conrad Barrowclough is the Blackdown Hills Natural 
Futures project officer so he will be out and about work¬ 
ing with trainee ecologists and local people to survey and 
care for local wildlife sites. 

If have an idea for a community nature project or you 
would like to volunteer to take part in wildlife surveying, 
email the AONB at blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk 


Letter to the editor 

DURING the run up to the general election, do you 
plan to give your front page to other political parties 
to make their pitches in the same way as you have 
allowed the Green Party to lay out its beliefs in this 
issue. If you do not allow other parties to make their 
pitch, even if only on the subject of roads and the 
Blackdown Hills, then you leave yourself open to ac¬ 
cusations of political bias. 

Neil Carter 


Cycling to support Feme 



JO Cox, from Chard pictured, took part in a 100- 
mile bike ride to raise money for Feme Animal 
Sanctuary’s Digs for Dogs £1 million project. 

She completed the Wiggle New Forest 100 
Sportive cycling event in 8 hours, 22 minutes and 
18 seconds, raising £334.50 for the appeal. 

Now in its seventh year, the “Wiggle” event has 
rapidly established itself as one of the UK’s biggest 
“must do” events. 

Cycling through quiet, leafy country roads set 
against the stunning backdrop of the New Forest 
National Park, Jo had her work cut out with some 
challenging hills along the way. 


Hembury Hill Fort agreement 

A CONSERVATION agreement has been reached 
between Natural England and the Blackdown Hills 
AONB on Hembury Hill Fort. 

This will allow much-needed management work to 
be carried out on the archaeological site to con¬ 
serve its important historic features. 



SOUTHERN FUELS 

MAKING HOMES WARMER 


We are a small and independent 
family-run company which has 
been based locally, here in 
Wilmington, for the past 12 years 

Heating Oil + Red & White Diesels 

Competitively priced 

Stock up on fuel for this winter 



01404 831775 3 


Most major credit cards accepted 

Charges may apply 
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Beautiful Kitchens do not have to cost a fortune. 
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Affordable kitchens with a budget to suit everyone 
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Crown specialist dealer 
Personalised approach to individual needs 
Bespoke kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms & home offices 
Replacement door & worktop service 
Ample FREE parking 

Please contact Keith for more details. 

Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park, TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 

wwwwatersidekitchens.co.uk 
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Walking tribute to village’s war heroes 


A PAYHEMBURY resident is seeking people willing 
to play their part in a promenade performance, paying 
tribute to the men of the parish who fought in World 
War I. 

John Somers - artistic director of Tale Valley Com¬ 
munity Theatre (TVCT), which will give the perform¬ 
ance - said: “They Dream of Home will be a 
promenade performance with audience following the 
story in different Payhembury locations, culminating 
at the war memorial. 

“We have received permission from the relatives of 
two of the men killed in the war and whose names ap¬ 
pear on the memorial, to include them as characters in 
the story. 

“Audience members will witness the excitement as 
the idea of defending their country is put to the men 
of the village by parson, schoolmaster and vicar as 
‘their patriotic duty’. 


“Scenes in the trenches leading to the Christmas 
Truce then the resumption of fighting exist alongside 
the tearful farewell of Thomas Dimond, the lead char¬ 
acter and whose name is on the memorial, with Gwen, 
a girl he has hardly got to know before enlisting. 

“In Tom Dimond’s mind, Gwen follows him 
throughout the play and she sings movingly near the 
memorial which bears his name. 

“Her love temporarily resurrects Tom as he joins her 
in a duet to sing ‘If You Were The Only Girl In The 
World’. 

“As the audience walks to each scene they sing, ac¬ 
companied by a brass band, popular songs of the pe¬ 
riod. Beginning in daylight, the battle scene will be in 
darkness and road closures will be arranged to ensure 
audience safety.” 

Mr Somers would like anyone interested in taking 
part to contact him by emailing j.w.somers@ex.ac.uk 


Vehicle part recycling in Somerset 


SOMERSET residents can now take 
vehicle parts to ten recycling sites for 
the first time. 

Sites residents can have parts re¬ 
cycled at include Wellington (Poole), 
Bridgwater (Saltlands), Chard and 
Taunton (Priorswood). 

The new chargeable service is ex¬ 
pected to help mainly car, motorcy¬ 
cle and mobile home enthusiasts who 
do their own repairs and improve¬ 
ments . 

Costs for single components, such 
as an unrimmed car tyre, start at 
£3.50, many small parts are at £4.20 
per item, with prices up to £103.80 
for an under body structure. 

The full list of vehicle parts taken 
and their costs can be found on the 
Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) 


website or in a leaflet from one of the 
recycling sites. 

It is hoped that by making it easier 
and more convenient to recycle or 
dispose of vehicle parts, the im¬ 
proved service will also discourage 
fly-tipping. 

Anyone with vehicle parts should 
contact site staff when they arrive to 
check costs, pay by cash, cheque or 
card, and receive their receipt. 

Before being brought to a site, 
items that would usually contain 
fuel, water, lubricants or other fluids 
must be drained, and those that might 
contain an electrical charge must be 
discharged. 

A few vehicle parts will not be 
taken. Because of their small explo¬ 
sive charges, airbags, items contain¬ 


ing airbags - from steering wheels 
and dashboards to seats and uphol¬ 
stery - and seat belt tensioners or belt 
assemblies containing tensioners 
cannot be accepted. 

A SWP spokesperson said: “As we 
continue to build a comprehensive 
and cost effective range of waste 
services for local people, this 
is an important improvement 
and extension of the assistance resi¬ 
dents can expect in recycling or dis¬ 
posing of their waste safely and 
correctly.” 

Residents who need further guid¬ 
ance on what vehicle parts are ac¬ 
cepted and the charges should ask 
staff at one of the 10 recycling cen¬ 
tres or visit www.somersetwaste.gov. 
uk 


or calling 01884 277390 (mobile 07934 611368). French crowds. 

He added: “People of all ages are welcome and there “Technical help is also required. TVCT was formed 
are opportunities to play substantial roles or small in 2000 and information concerning its past, all-orig- 
parts such as members of flag-waving English and inal work can be seen at www.tvctheatre.org” 


Tractor club’s charity boost 



CHRISTMAS SURPRISE: One of the cheques is presented 


CHARDSTOCK Vintage Tractor 
Club presented a trio of cheques, 
each for £550, during an event at 
The Squirrel, near Winsham. 

The recipients were Cancer Re¬ 
search UK, Devon Air Ambu¬ 
lance Trust and Dorset & Some¬ 
rset Air Ambulance. 


A further £50 was given to 
Denise Clarkson to help with the 
production of Chardstock News 
Letter. 

Club secretary Janette Bond 
said: “We have had several events 
through the year. Ploughing, a 
trundle, mowing and, of course, 


our first rally in September. We 
thank everyone for their generos¬ 
ity. On behalf of the chairman, 
Robert Waldron, the committee 
would like to thank Carla Guppy 
and staff for the warm welcome 
and excellent evening that was 
enjoyed by us all.” 


Hopson Blinds Ltd Est 1965 

Conservatory Blind Specialist 



• PLEATED BLINDS IN A NEAT 12MM FRAME 

• LEAVES WINDOW SEALS CLUTTER FREE 

• EASILY REMOVED FOR CLEANING 

• FRAME REDUCES GAPS AND INCREASES PRIVACY 

• CHILD SAFE, NO LOOSE CORDS OR LOOPS 

• PERFECT FOR BACK DOOR AND TILT AND TURN WINDOWS 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE MEASURING FREE FITTING 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


•VENETIAN 

•ROLLER 

•VERTICAL 

• PLEATED 

• ROMAN 
•ROOF BLINDS 

• PERFECT FIT 
•WOODWEAVE 
•INTU 


•VELUX 

•SOLAR POWERED 

• DUTCH BLINDS 

• AWNINGS 
•SHUTTERS 

• GARAGE DOORS 

• REPAIRS 

• RECOVERS 


Visit our Showroom Factory 

Unit 13 Hunthay 
Business Park 
Axminster, Devon EX13 5RJ 


www.hopsonblindsltd.co.uk 


01297 33488 
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If wedding flowers with that ‘just picked’ or 
‘country style’ look is for you, look no further. 
Richard at Clements Farm grows wildflowers 
and cottage garden flowers here in the 
Blackdown Hills. If you want to arrange your 
own flowers, he can provide wholesale DIY 
buckets of fresh seasonal blooms, or if you 
wish to have some, or all arranged, he highly 
recommends experienced British Flower florist 
Sharon from Interiors and Flowers. Together 
with Rosie from Bespoke Confetti, growing 
larkspur and cornflower for eco-friendly 
biodegradable wedding confetti, and specialising 
in growing David Austin roses, these three 
independent Blackdown Hills wedding suppliers 
bring wildflowers and cottage garden flowers to 
life for those brides and grooms seeking home 
grown and beautiful. 

Contact them now to secure your wedding date. 
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^EARM 


WILDH0WCR5 
TOR WEDDING'S 


email richard@clementsfarm.co.uk 
telephone 01884 849329 
or visit www.clementsfarm.co.uk 

HOMEGROWN I10WER5 
EOR 5PECIAL OCCA5ION5 



Interiors | Flowers | Home | Garden 


T:01823 662143 

www. interiorsandflowers. com 
info @interiorsandflowers .com 



GaDMH to bt 


email rosie(a)bespoke-confetti.co.uk 

01884 841561 

or visit www.bespoke-confetti.co.uk 
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A very relaxed, elegant wedding with very, very good food 


THERE has been an inn at Windmill Hill for around 
200 years and it is part of the fabric of the area. The 
Square and Compass is now a well-known hotel, 
renowned for excellent food. Owners, Chris and 
Janet Slow have been resident for 17+ years and in 
this time they have built up a reputation for very 
good food and drink. Run in a relaxed, informal man¬ 
ner, you can enjoy a drink, some food, or celebrate 
a special occasion in the Barn, a seperate venue be¬ 
hind the Square and Compass. 

The Barn 

Set in its own spacious gardens, the Barn is com¬ 
pletely seperated from the Inn and Stables Hotel 
rooms and is a very popular venue for weddings. 
Full of rustic charm with heavy wooden tables, 
chairs and careful lighting, it is decorated with a 
rural theme and can hold up to 250 people. The in¬ 
formal atmosphere that gives the Square and Com¬ 
pass its special charm extends to the Barn, allowing 
you to relax during your special occasion knowing 
that every detail has been planned exactly to your 
needs beforehand so the whole day runs seam¬ 
lessly. We are absolutely commited to making your 
day as perfect as we possibly can. 

The Barn’s rustic appearance belies modern facil¬ 
ities. There is a dance area and stage with a pow¬ 
erful sound system and lighting set up. There is also 
a fully licensed bar, modern toilets and disabled ac¬ 
cess in all areas. The Barn has a civil license for 
weddings, with the large gardens surrounded by 
fields making a truly beautiful setting. We built the 


Barn using old-fashioned materials, specifically for 
weddings. We think it is the perfect venue for your 
special day. 

The Barn is a little more than 5 minutes from Junc¬ 
tion 25 of the M5 at Taunton and likewise from the 
A303 at llminster. Although set in pleasant rural sur¬ 
roundings, it is easily accassible with full facilities 
available for business meetings, exhibitions and cor¬ 
porate events. 

The speciality of our weddings is that the whole 
day revolves around an exceptionally good quality, 
generous meal in the afternoon, prepared and 
cooked by a team of highly professional chefs led 
by Janet, one of the owners. ‘We find that if the food 
is really good everything else slots into place’ says 
Chris. In 2005 we demolished the old pub kitchens 
and invested £100,000 in a state of the art catering 
kitchen. 



PRIMA Moda Brides of llminster, owned by 
Jean, has been offering a personal and pro¬ 
fessional service for ten years. Known for their 
unique choice of gowns and the latest designs 
the business has gained a positive reputation 
through the years. Customers travel to Prima 
Moda Brides through recommendation from 
all over the country, for the personal and pro¬ 
fessional service that Jean provides. 

The shop provides a generous amount of 
space for the gowns to be seen at their full ad¬ 
vantage, when being chosen. It has a natural 
light area which is important to consider when 
choosing fabrics and colour to suit you. The 
large mirrored changing rooms are a great ad¬ 
vantage to every bride, as well as the comfort¬ 
able seating area being a must for the bride’s 
chosen family and friends. 

Working with well-known designer gowns, 
Jean is the exclusive stockist in South Somer¬ 
set for the stunning Mon Cheri range of wed¬ 
ding gowns. The gowns by David Tutera, for 
the Mon Cheri collection are in stock along 
with other well known brands including Mori 
Lee and Venus. A couture service is also avail¬ 
able, to accessorise when the bride has the 
gowns on to help show the final look. Prima 
Moda Brides also stocks the veils and tiaras 
from Richard Designs and Rainbow Club 
shoes. 

We now have an events and testimonials 
page on our website, www.pri- 
mamodabrides.com, and our new Facebook 
page, please check these out. 
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01460 54600 

14 (Bitton Street, 
ICminster, Somerset 
TJ419 (KBQ 
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WITH a wealth of photography experience, Pho¬ 
tomagic offers professionalism, creativity, spontaneity 
and fun throughout, making your wedding day even 
more special. Being a relaxed and unobtrusive pho¬ 
tographer, Richard Griffith will blend well with the 
wedding party. 

Richard claims “We work tirelessly to ensure that all 
these special and precious moments are captured for 
you to look back upon for years to come. We produce 
exceptionally stylish, vibrant and exciting images, 
capturing all the romance and magic of your wedding 
as it unfolds. 

Photomagic also offer commercial photography and 
event photography, such as anniversaries and birth¬ 
day celebrations. 

Photomagic believe that every wedding is unique 
and quite simply our job is to be there working in the 
background catching every special and magical mo¬ 
ment throughout the whole of your wedding. 

Natural expressions without needing to pose are al¬ 
ways the best ones. With an eye for detail, whether 
capturing the finesse of your wedding dress, the flow¬ 
ers, cake, or your rings, we promise you amazing im¬ 
ages with superb clarity and definition. We provide a 
mixture of colour and black and white images. 

We work discretely to capture natural expressions 
and also interact in a friendly way with your wedding 
party to make everyone feel comfortable and relaxed. 
Plus we do some fun stuff to get arty and sponta¬ 
neous shots!” 

Offering seven photography packages to suit every 
budget, starting at just £399, Photomagic strive to be 
as competitive as possible, without compromising on 
the high quality of the finished article. Wedding pho¬ 
tography in the South West just got better! 




HARRIMANS menswear in llminster provide an ex¬ 
cellent service in Formal Hire as well as all the tra¬ 
ditional, casual and fashionwear for which they 
have built up a reputation over the last 100 years. 

With hirewear supplied by Ultimate Formal Hire, 
we have a huge range of jacket styles,waistcoats 
and accessories to choose from, but if there is 
something specific that they do not offer we have 
a huge supplier base to try and source it for you. 

• The first stage of the process would be to 
choose which Jacket style and colour you would 
like, then select a waistcoat pattern from the vast 
range supplied and match accessories to finalise 
the look you are after. When the Groom is happy 


N 



with his choices, a try on can be arranged to make 
sure the correct items have been selected. 

• Secondly, any other members of the party will 
need to be measured and orders completed. 

• Lastly the suits arrive approximately 2 weeks 
before the wedding, fittings arranged, and any ad¬ 
justments can be organised for that perfect fit. 

Whether it is to buy or hire Sam and her team will 
guide you through the process of choosing the out¬ 
fits you require with as much or as little help as you 
want, to ensure you have as easy and stress free 
time as possible on the build up to you big day. 

Currently there is an offer of a free suit with any 
parties of four or more! 





HARRIMANS 


Menswear 


Morning Suits 
to 

Dinner Suits 
Crooms & Pages 



For all your 
Formal Hire 
Requirements 

9 Silver Street 
llminster 
01460 52628 


Sweetlands Country Fare 

Local wedding caterers 
using local produce 


PAMELA Sweetland has been cater¬ 
ing since 1974 and created Sweet- 
lands Country Fare in 1980. Her 
speciality is natural, home cooked 
food with a flair and they approach 
every new event with a fresh eye. 

All the recipes are created by 


Pamela so you can be certain that 
your menu will be unique and spe¬ 
cial. 

Sweetlands have a strong prefer¬ 
ence to natural and organic products, 
whatever your occasion they will de¬ 
liver a stylish and tailor-made menu. 


Sweetlands Country tare 

pyv c Weddm^sy, 

www.sweetla.nds.co. uk info@sweetlands.co. uk 
Bovey's Down Farm, Farway, Co[yton; Devon > EX246JD 

01404 8/1436 
0/950 006611 
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SOUTH SOMERSET’S PREMIER FURNITURE WAREHOUSE 



AMPLE FREE PARKING 

Ditton Street , llminster, Somerset TA19 OEJ 

01460 57247 

MON - FRI 8.30am to 5pm SAT 9am - 5pm 
Email: mark@ilminsterwarehouse.co.uk 
Web: www.ilminsterwarehouse.co.uk 


Huge range of recliners available 
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M COACH HOLIDAYS 



Fantastic Value Holidays 

LOCAL PICK-UP POINTS • There’s sure to be one near you! 




Newmarket 

Holidays 



Buckingham Palace 
& Gardens Tour 


Departs 17 August, 4 & 19 September 2015 


Take a guided tour of one of the world’s 
most enchanting, hidden gardens. You’ll 
also visit Buckingham Palace itself to see 
the magnificent State Rooms and The Royal 
Welcome Exhibition. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel from your local area 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast at a 


three-star hotel in the Heathrow/Slough area 

• A guided Garden Tour and visit to 
Royal Windsor 

• Admission to Buckingham Palace and ‘Royal 
Welcome’ Exhibition 

• ‘Royal London’ sightseeing tour 

• The services of a friendly tour manager 

**Book a selected 2015 coach holiday by 12 Feb 2015. Please quote code CCHSPEC. 
Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Price shown includes saving. 


The Cheltenham Festival 

Experience the drama and excitement of the 2014 National Hunt’s Blue Riband event, on this 
great value two-day coach break. With admission to the meeting on two days included in the 
price, with the highlight being the Cheltenham Gold Cup, plus one night’s accommodation, 
this break is a sure bet! 

2 days from £179 .00 Departs 12 March 2015 


Chelsea Flower Show & Kew Gardens 

Here’s your chance to visit Chelsea - the world’s most famous flower show. Marvel at the 
floral exhibits and fabulous show gardens, get advice and inspiration, and see the latest in 
garden design and equipment. Including a visit to Kew Gardens, this is a break no garden 
lover will want to miss! 

2 days from £169 .00 Departs 22 May 2015 


The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

Take your seat on the ancient esplanade of Edinburgh Castle for an unforgettable pageant 
of massed pipes and drums, dancers, display teams and marching bands from around the 
world. It’s a dazzling, unforgettable and totally magical spectacle, which ends with the lone 
piper atop the battlements above the castle! 

3 days from £199 .00 Departs 7 & 21 August 2015 


Elvis at The O2 - The Exhibition of His Life 

Don’t miss this fantastic exhibition. Get a personal insight into the life of Elvis Presley - the 
King of Rock ’N’ Roll, see over 300 artefacts direct from the Presley Family Archives including 
cars and costumes and enjoy an audio visual experience which includes many rare and hard 
to find clips. 

2 days from £125 .00 Departs 10 May, 28 June, 26 July & 23 August 2015 


The Grand National 

Experience the drama of the world’s greatest steeplechase on this three-day coach break 
to one of Britain’s most exciting sporting occasions. Included admission to Steeplechase 
Enclosure, plus overnight accommodation and a visit to Chester. 

3 days from £199 .00 Departs 10 April 2015 



Bank Holiday Magic at 
Disneyland® Paris 

Unbeatable value coach-inclusive breaks 
Departs 23 May 2015 


There’s fun for everyone at Disneyland® Paris! 
Whether it’s the thrilling rides and attractions, the 
chance to meet some of your favourite Disney 
characters, or simply the magical atmosphere of it all, 
Disneyland Paris will captivate and amaze children of 
all ages and leave you dreaming with your eyes open! 


Price includes 


• Return coach travel and Channel crossings 

• Two nights’ bed and continental breakfast 
in a three-star hotel within easy reach of 
Disneyland Paris 

• One-Day Ticket to either Disneyland® Park or 
Walt Disney Studios® Park (upgrade to a Hopper 
Ticket available) 

• The services of a Tour Manager 

**Book a selected 2015 coach holiday by 12 Feb 2015. Please quote code CCHSPEC. 
Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Price shown includes saving. 
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Classical Spectacular 

A Royal Albert Hall Concert Break! 

Departs 22 March 2015 

Take your seat for Raymond Gubbay’s Classical 
Spectacular - a unique evening of music, lights and 
lasers. Over 200 musicians fill the stage as they 
perform some of the world’s greatest and best-loved 
classical music. The evening culminates with the 
1812 Overture, complete with cannons, muskets and 
indoor fireworks! 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast 
accommodation in a good hotel in London 

• A choir seat for Classical Spectacular 
(upgrades available) 

• A sightseeing tour of London or time to shop 
and sightsee 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


Monet’s Garden & Paris 

Visits to Impressionist painter Claude Monet’s beautiful house and gardens in the Normandy 
village of Giverny, and to incomparable Paris, are amongst the wonderful highlights of this 
hugely popular escorted tour, which also offers the opportunity to discover exquisite artists’ 
village Barbizon, in the beautiful forest of Fontainebleau. 

4 days from £199 .50 Departs 29 May & 25 September 2015 


The Magic of Switzerland 

Discover the beautiful scenery, mountain air and enchanting towns and villages of 
Switzerland’s spectacular Bernese Oberland. Relax in your resort and explore the area on our 
range of included and optional excursions. 

8 days from £569 .00 Departs 25 April & 12 September 2015 


Ladies’ Day at Royal Ascot 

High fashion and high stakes combine at the most stylish date in the racing calendar, Royal 
Ascot. See the Royal Procession and witness the best of flat-racing battling it out for the £3 
million prize funds. Join us as this historic event, the highlight being The Gold Cup and enjoy 
the atmosphere of Britain’s most popular race meeting. 

2 days from £145 .00 Departs 17 June 2015 


For your FREE brochures, complete coupon & send to: Newmarket Promotions Ltd, 
FREEPOST KT2720, Worcester Park, KT4 8BR (NO STAMP REQUIRED) TCW 

Tick brochure(s) required: □ Buckingham Palace & Garden Highlights Tour □ Disney Bank Holiday 
Breaks by Coach □ Classical Spectacular at the Albert Hall □ Cheltenham Festival □ Chelsea 
Flower Show & Kew □ Edinburgh Tattoo - 3 days □ Elvis at the 02 □ Grand National at Aintree - 
3 days □ Monet's Garden & Paris □ Magic of Switzerland □ Ladies' Day at Royal Ascot 

Name_Tel_ 

Address_ 

Postcode_Email_ 


(S) www.newmarket.travel/tcw (£) 0330 160 7817 quoting code TCW 


HA BTA 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 
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what's on 

in and around the Blackdown Hills 

Gigs at the Square and Compass 

# BRITISH Blues All Stars - Zoot Money, Gary 
Fletcher (Blues Band), Pete Emery (John Dummer 
Blues Band/ Jo Ann Kelly) Pick Withers (Dire Straits) 
, and Dave Kelly (Blues Band/John Dummer etc) 
come together for a European tour to include Ger¬ 
many/Austria/ Denmark/Switzerland and ...The Barn! 

Quite simply the biggest character on the British 
rhythm and blues scene since the early 1960s, Zoot 
Money formed the first incarnation of the Big Roll 
band; over the next two years the line-up settled into 
Andy Summers (guitar - later The Police), Nick 
Newall (saxophone)and Colin Allen (drums - later 
John May all), with Zoot on piano and Hammond 
organ. 

Zoot was then invited to play with Alexis Korner’s 
seminal Blues Incorporated for a temporary spell. Be¬ 
fore long The Big Roll Band, alongside those other lu¬ 
minaries of the Soho blues scene of the time, Georgie 
Fame & The 
Blue Flames 
and The Ani¬ 
mals, had be- 
c o m e 
permanent fix¬ 
tures at the 
Flamingo Club 
in Wardour 
Street. 

Zoot's shows 
were famed far 
and wide for 
his combina¬ 
tion of outra¬ 
geous antics 
(including 
"shocking" 
trouser activity 
that predated PJ 

Proby by several years), tight musicianship and pas¬ 
sionate vocal delivery. 

A brief stint with Eric Burdon's American-based 
New Animals followed, and Zoot decided to stay in 
the USA for a bit. At this point he began picking up 
acting roles, starting a parallel career which has con¬ 
tinued ever since with character appearances in many 
high profile film and TV dramas. 

BOOK NOW TO BE SURE OF ENTRY 
The British Blues All-Stars! Saturday, February 
28th at the Barn, Square and Compass, Ilminster 
Tickets £15 in advance £18 on the door - doors 8pm 

Me, myself and Miss Gibbs 

SHELDON Village Hall is hosting its second Villages 
In Action event on Thursday, February 26th starting 
at 7.30pm. 

In 2003, actress Francesca Millican-Slater bought a 
second hand postcard for 50p. The postcard, sent from 
Lincoln to London was addressed to a Miss L Gibbs 
of 62 Douglas Buildings, Marshalsea Road, Borough. 

Sent on July 15th 1910, the message on the back 
reads: 

‘Be Careful Tomorrow. A.C.’ 

The theatre production ‘Me, Myself and Miss 
Gibbs’ - is part detective noir, part lecture and part 
personal biography. 

The actress finds herself obsessed by the life of the 
woman that received it. Follow this link for more in¬ 
formation . www.francescamillicanslater.co .uk/cur- 
rent-project/me-myself-and-mrs-gibbs/ 

The show is suitable for ages 11 and above - there 
will be a family ticket (2 adults, 2 children) at a dis¬ 
count although tickets will only be £8 for adults, £5 
for school age, and available shortly. 

Contact John Carr on 01404 841367 or Grace Mar¬ 
tin on graceindevon@gmail.com 




FRENCH guitarist Claude Bourbon is back in Somer¬ 
set. 

His gig at the Square and Compass in Ilminster on 
Thursday, February 5th is one of only three UK dates 
he is fitting in between a European tour and an exten¬ 
sive tour of Canada. 

Some of this guitarist’s influences allow us a fasci¬ 
nating insight into this 
remarkable musician; 

Paco De Lucia: Deep 
Purple’s Richie Black- 
more; Joaquin Rodrigo; 

JJ Cale, Monty Python; 

JS Bach and Fleetwood 
Mac’s Stevie Nicks. 

One reviewer even 
noted that although 
Claude’s roots were in 
blues, that is like saying 
Leonardo da Vinci was 
a painter! 

Whatever the influence his music has and will con¬ 
tinue to evolve over the years. Bourbon gets his musi¬ 
cal inspiration from around the world including 
Spanish Middle Eastern, Russia and Europe. He takes 
the different sounds heard from different regions and 
molds them into the songs and melodies you hear at 
his shows. 

His songs may be blues-sounding, ballads, rock, jazz 
or even unique and unclassifiable. 

Claude Bourbon at the Barn, Square and Com¬ 
pass, Ilminster 

Thursday, February 5th - doors 8pm 
Tickets £10 in advance £12 on the door 
Phone 01823 480467 

• HELLS Bells are an accomplished AC/DC Tribute 
Band who have performed all over the UK as well as 
Holland, Germany and Ireland. They’ve opened for 
Status Quo and are regulars at the Bulldog Bash. If 
you love AC/DC then you'll love their high energy 
performance which sees them sparking like lightning 
and sounding like thunder! The band specialise in the 
Bon Scott and Brian Johnson eras and sees vocalist 
Jay Lee screaming the lyrics while he marches around, 
pointing and punching, grinning and generally laugh¬ 
ing his way through the evening. 

Hells Bells at the Barn, Square and Compass, 
Ilminster Friday February 6th - £12 on the door - 
doors 8pm 




If you are holding an event in the Blackdown Hills and would like it included as a Diary 
Date in the paper please email the details to alex@tindlenews.co.uk. Don't forget to 
include the date, time, place, organiser's name and a brief description of the event. 


‘Diddling’ at Clayhidon Village Hall 


BE prepared to be 'diddled' on Friday, February 
20th when an extraordinary all-female folk trio, 
Lady Maisery, open Clayhidon Parish Hall's 2015 
entertainment season. 

They are one of the first UK groups to explore the 
tradition of diddling or tune singing, which has 
nearly died out in England, but is still prevalent in 
Scandinavia and other parts of Europe. 

Lady Maisery were nominated for the 'Horizon' 
BBC Folk Award 2012 and for 'Best Debut' at the 
Spiral Awards 2012. 

Hannah James, Hazel Askew and Rowan Rhein- 
gans explore vocal harmony to breathtaking effect, 
through their fresh interpretations of songs and bal¬ 
lads. Whether singing unaccompanied, or with 


backing from their combined instrumental talents 
on accordion, harp and fiddle, they offer rich har¬ 
monies and sumptuous clashes. 

The trio burst onto the scene with the release of 
their debut album, ‘Weave and Spin’, in summer 
2011. This received critical acclaim and was de¬ 
clared an ‘Album of the Week’ by The Independ¬ 
ent. 

Their Clayhidon gig is promoted by Villages in Ac¬ 
tion, with backing from Devon County Council 
and Arts Council England. 

Tickets, on sale now, are £8 (concessions £6). To 
book your seat and your supper (£3) call 01823 
681047 or email carouselle@btintemet.com. 


View from the 

Blackdown Hills 

is produced by Tindle Newspapers Ltd 

We are pleased to include your news, 
photos and events in the paper. 
Please email any items for inclusion 

to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
or telephone 01297 446161 

For advertising 
please contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 

on 01297 35750 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services [ Countryside Management 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 


QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


0 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 


for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 



Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Roofing ■ Garages 



Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 

AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


# 

iwn 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 

Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 

Chimney Work 

Free Quotations 

All work guaranteed 

All tradesman fully qualified 

Now offering Solar Panel Installation 

EMAILambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 
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Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics .. . . # 

• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 
•'ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, Chard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1FA 01460 64255 


Gardens 



RNH AYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 

+ Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 



Gardens 



Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 


✓' Survrys/Reports / Riltarding 
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Recruitment 


supqcpT 

DEVELOPERS OF HIGH MOBILITY VEHICLES 


PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST REQUIRED (Permanent) 

Salary £16k pro rata depending on experience 

We are looking for a professional receptionist; a strong team player with a positive, proactive 
approach to work. In addition to carrying out general reception duties, you will also assist with 
booking travel and accommodation. 

1330-1715 - Wednesday 
0800-1715 - Thursday 
0800-1630 - Friday 

We may consider reducing the days of work to Thursday and Friday only if this is more suitable for 

the successful candidate. 

Applications in writing by covering letter and current CV to: Lynda@supacat.com 

Closing date: Friday 13 February 2015 
Supacat Limited, The Airfield, Dunkeswell, Honiton, Devon EX14 4LF 
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Wellington Motors 
4wd Centre 



AH nudes Service Centre 

4wd Servicing at £199 inc. 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston 
Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 
www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 2013 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 


We are only 5 mins from Galmington 
Roundabout at Chelston Business Park 
between Taunton and Wellington and 
only Vi a mile from junction 26 of the M5 
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2015 IS ALREADY UNDERWAY 

If you are thinking of selling or renting your property call us for a Free Market Appraisal and experience the difference. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PROPERTIES REQUIRED 

Established in 1988 

We are here to guide you through the Selling or Letting process and, with over 30 years' real experience in Estate Agency, are well 
positioned to advise on how to achieve the best price for your property with the least upset to your everyday life. 

Our service STARTS with a professional Market Appraisal where we discuss your wishes and we explain how to go about achieving 
the best price in a sensible time frame. We have the experience to advise on how to present your home to ensure it stands out in 

the market place. 

Once instructed to act for you we will present your home on our website, Rightmove and very shortly the new property portal. 
On The Market. Our offices in Buckinghamshire and Middlesex will also have your property's details to offer buyers moving South. 
We will advertise your home in local Newspapers and send your property's details to our active list of buyers. 

We are open 7 days a week to arrange viewings and will accompany our buyers when they request to view your home. 

Regular feedback and our will to succeed will mean that your home is presented and serviced by fully motivated individuals who are 

genuinely interested in achieving the right result for you. 

Call our Taunton Town Office and EXPERIENCETHE DIFFERENCE 


RODGERS 


Town and Country Home Specialists 


01823 252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 


South West Office Tuanton 18 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1UB 


e sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES . VALUERS . COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN 



A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


NEW YEAR....NEW AGENT? 


Quite often for one reason or the other a property can stick on the market for a long time. At Derbyshires we would 
annalise the viewings and feedback you have had to date and come up with a marketing plan to tackle this. Often a 
fresh approach to photographs and description is all it takes to give a property a boost and reach a wider market. 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Derbyshire’s we recognise that village and rural properties require specialist marketing, and have a department which 
just specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlets between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recently 
described by Marcus Whewell, CEO of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as “uniquely filling the gap between where the High 

Street Agents finish and the Country House boys begin”. 

WE OFFER A BESPOKE MARKETING PACKAGE DEPENDING ON YOUR PROPERTY. 

AT NO EXTRA COST 

STANDARD BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

• FULL COLOUR BESPOKE LAMINATED BROCHURE • 

• LOCAL AND NATIONAL MEDIA ADVERTISING INCLUDING WESTERN GAZETTE, COUNTY GAZETTE, CHARD AND • 
ILMINSTER, VIEW FROM THE BLACKDOWNS, SOMERSET LIFE AND MORE 

• A PLACE ON RIGHTMOVE, ZOOPLA, PRIME LOCATION, DERBYSHIRES OWN AND OTHER WEBSITES • 

• MONTHLY DERBYSHIRES MAGAZINE • 

• ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS 7 DAYS A WEEK INCLUDING EVENINGS • 



London Property Exhibitions - Next Exhibition on 19th March 2015 

As members of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, our properties are marketed through the Guild’s prestigious offices in Park Lane London throughout the 
year. However in addition we hold regular Somerset Property Exhibitions during which we completely take over and staff the Guild’s offices. This provides us with 
a unique opportunity to sit down with London Buyers and discuss their individual requirements, effectively taking our property portfolio to London. 

Derbyshire’s 

^ G)d//arpe and ^ 

If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


T riqhtmovel 


www.derbyshires.net 




















Nursery, Pre-Prep and 
Junior Open Morning 

Friday 27 February 


Please drop in between 9am - 12 noon 

QUEEN’S COLLEGE 
TAUNTON 


An education for life 


Co-educational day & boarding ages 3-18 




